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Course Details 

Code  Academic Year Semester 

AVU126 1 2.  

Title T A L ECTS 

Theories and Problems of Nationalism 2 0 0 6 

 
Language English 

Level Undergraduate  Graduate X Postgraduate  

Department / Program Master Program of European and International Affairs  

Forms of Teaching and 
Learning 

Face to face 

Course Type Compulsory  Elective X 

Objectives 

This course is designed to provide students with a historical grounding in the global 
spread of nationalism, giving insights into the interrelations between the development 
of nationalism and the international system. It introduces students to the major 
theories of nationalism and populism, before examining the political and international 
consequences of a world of nation-states and discussing contemporary problems of 
nationalism, including the rise of nationalist parties and populism. 
 

Content 

The course will cover the following topics: 

• Classical theories of nationalism 

• Contemporary approaches to study nationalism and populism 

• Nationalism and the development of the international system 

• Gender and nation 

• Citizenship policies 

• Euroscepticism 

Prerequisites - 

Coordinator Prof. Dr. M. Murat Erdoğan  

Lecturer(s) Asst. Prof. Philipp Decker 

Assistant(s) Res. Asst. Çiğdem Çelik 

Work Placement - 

Recommended or Required Reading 

Books / Lecture Notes 

Özkirimli, U. (2017) Nationalism Theories: A Critical Introduction. Palgrave [in Turkish 
Özkırımlı, U. (2019) Milliyetçilik Kuramları: Eleştirel Bir Bakış. Doğu Batı Yayınları] 
Mayall, J. (1990) Nationalism and International Society. Cambridge University Press 
Yuval-Davis, N. (1997) Gender and Nation. SAGE 
Breuilly, J. (ed.) (2013) The Oxford Handbook of the History of Nationalism. OUP 
Kaltwasser, C. et al. (eds) (2017) The Oxford Handbook of Populism. OUP 

Other Sources - 

Additional Course Material 

Documents  
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Assignments  

Exams  

Course Composition 

Mathematics und Basic 
Sciences 

 % 

Engineering  % 

Engineering Design  % 

Social Sciences  100% 

Educational Sciences  % 

Natural Sciences  % 

Health Sciences  % 

Expert Knowledge  % 

Assessment 

Activity Count Percentage (%) 

Midterm Exam  40 

Quiz   

Assignments   

Attendance   

Recitations   

Projects   

Final Exam  60 

Total 100 

ECTS Points and Work Load 

Activity Count Duration Work Load (Hours) 

Lectures 15 2 30 

Self-Study    

Assignments    

Presentation / Seminar 
Preparation 

   

Midterm Exam 1  60 

Recitations    

Laboratory    

Projects 1   

Final Exam 1  90 

Total Work Load 180 

ECTS Points  (Total Work Load / Hour)    6 

Learning Outcomes 
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1 Knowledge of classical and contemporary theories of nationalism 

2 Capability to understand the political dimensions of ethnicity and nationalism 

3 
Capability to analyse the interrelations between the development of modern nationalism and the 
international system 

4 
Capability to analyse and discuss actors, structures and ideologies involved in nation-building 
from a comparative political/social science perspective 

5 
Ability to examine the relationship between evolving international norms and changing state 
policies and practices concerning citizenship and minority rights 

6 Capability to analyse and discuss the impact of nationalism on international law 

7 Knowledge of similarities and differences between nationalism and other leading ideologies 

8 
Capability to prepare and execute oral presentations on the basis of academic literature that 
master the arguments in them in a clear way 

9 
Capability to develop and independently produce written research papers, which demonstrate an 
awareness of established theoretical perspectives and methodologies 

10  

11  

12  

Weekly Content 

1 Introduction 

2 Definitions and concepts 

3 From empires to a world of nation-states 

4 Classical theories 

5 Contemporary approaches 

6 Populism and nationalism 

7 Nationalism and international relations 

8 Mid-term exam 

9 Gender and nation 

10 Fascism and neo-nationalism 

11 Nationalism in Europe and the Americas 

12 Nationalism in the Middle East, Africa and Asia 

13 Minorities and diasporas 

14 Populist nationalism and Euroscepticism 

15 Revisions 

Contribution of Learning Outcomes to Program Objectives  (1-5) 

 P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 P6 P7 

1 5 5 4 4 5 4 5 
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2 4 5 5 4 4 5 4 

3 5 5 4 4 5 4 5 

4 5 5 4 4 5 4 5 

5 5 5 4 4 5 4 5 

6 5 5 4 4 5 4 5 

7 4 5 5 4 4 5 4 

8 5 5 4 4 5 4 5 

9 4 5 5 4 4 5 4 

10        

11        

12        

Contribution Level 1: Low 2: Low-intermediate 3: Intermediate 4: High 5: Very High 

https://obs.tau.edu.tr/oibs/bologna/progLearnOutcomes.aspx?lang=en&curSunit=200 

Compiled by: Asist. Prof. Philipp Decker and  Res. Asst. Çiğdem Çelik 

Date of Compilation: 08.01.2022 


