DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAİRS
	Course Details

	Code
	Academic Year
	Semester

	INT104
	1
	Fall/Spring 

	Title
	T
	A
	L
	ECTS

	Theories of International Relations
	2
	0
	0
	6

	Language
	English

	Level
	Undergraduate
	
	Graduate
	X
	Postgraduate
	

	Department / Program
	Master Program of Political Science and International Affairs

	Forms of Teaching and
Learning
	Face to face

	Course Type
	Compulsory
	
	Elective
	X

	


Objectives
	The aim of this course is to develop students’ theoretical analysis skills by conducting an in-depth examination of the fundamental and contemporary theories developed within the discipline of international relations. The course aims to enable students to evaluate different theoretical perspectives—such as realism, liberalism, constructivism, critical theory, and poststructuralist approaches—in a comparative manner and to apply these theories to international political events. Additionally, the course aims to help students develop the ability to analyze theoretical debates from a critical perspective and formulate original academic arguments. 

	




Content
	This course involves an in-depth examination of classical and contemporary theoretical approaches developed within the discipline of international relations. The course examines key theories—including realism, neorealism, liberalism, neoliberal institutionalism, constructivism, the British School, critical theory, poststructuralism, and feminist approaches—in a comparative manner. Furthermore, the course discusses how these theories explain concepts such as the international system, state behavior, power, security, and identity through case studies and current developments.

	Prerequisites
	

	Coordinator
	Prof. Dr. Enes Bayraklı (Substitute)

	Lecturer(s)
	Prof. Dr. Enes Bayraklı (Substitute)

	Assistant(s)
	

	Work Placement
	

	Recommended or Required Reading

	Books / Lecture Notes
	A list of required readings will be made accessible at the beginning of the term

	Other Sources
	


[image: ]SOCIAL SCIENECE INSTITUTE
INSTİTUT FÜR SOZIALWISSENSCHAFTEN


DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAİRS
	Additional Course Material

	Documents
	

	Assignments
	

	Exams
	

	Course Composition

	Mathematics und Basic
Sciences
	
	%

	Engineering
	
	%

	Engineering Design
	
	%

	Social Sciences
	
	100%

	Educational Sciences
	
	%

	Natural Sciences
	
	%

	Health Sciences
	
	%

	Expert Knowledge
	
	%

	Assessment

	Activity
	Count
	Percentage (%)

	Midterm Exam
	1
	20

	Quiz
	
	

	Assignments
	2
	20

	Attendance
	Required
	

	Recitations
	
	

	Projects
	
	

	Final Exam
	1
	60

	Total
	100

	ECTS Points and Work Load

	Activity
	Count
	Duration
	Work Load (Hours)

	Lectures
	14
	2
	28

	Self-Study
	14
	7
	98

	Assignments
	2
	10
	20

	Presentation / Seminar
Preparation
	2
	7
	14

	Midterm Exam
	1
	4
	4

	Recitations
	
	
	

	Laboratory
	
	
	

	Projects
	
	
	

	Final Exam
	1
	4
	4

	Total Work Load
	168



DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAİRS
	ECTS Points (Total Work Load / Hour)
	6

	Learning Outcomes

	1
	Analyzes classical and contemporary theories in the field of international relations in a comparative manner and critically evaluates the assumptions underlying these theories. 

	2
	Can explain international political events, actor behavior, and global dynamics using different theoretical approaches.

	3
	Develops original academic arguments in light of theoretical debates and presents these arguments in writing and orally in accordance with scientific standards. 

	Weekly Content

	1
	Course Introduction: Theory, Methodology, and Debates in International Relations 

	2
	Classical Realism: Basic Assumptions and Key Figures 

	3
	Neo-Realism (Structural Realism) and Balance-of-Power Approaches 

	4
	Liberalism and Neo-Liberal Institutionalism 

	5
	The British School and the International Society Approach 

	6
	Constructivism: Identity, Norms, and Discourse 

	7
	Comparative Analysis of Theories and Their Impact on Research Designs 

	8
	Midterm Exam

	9
	Critical Theory and the Frankfurt School 

	10
	Poststructuralist Approaches and Discourse Analysis 

	11
	Feminist Theories of International Relations 

	12
	Postcolonial Approaches and the Global South Perspective 

	13
	Security Studies and New Security Approaches 

	14
	Global Governance, Political Economy, and Theoretical Approaches 

	15
	Theoretical Analysis of Current International Events 

	16
	Final Exam

	Contribution of Learning Outcomes to Program Objectives (1-5)



DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAİRS
	
	P1
	P2
	P3
	P4
	P5
	P6
	P7

	1
	5
	5
	4
	4
	5
	4
	5

	2
	4
	5
	5
	4
	4
	5
	4

	3
	5
	4
	5
	4
	5
	4
	5

	Contribution Level
	1: Low 2: Low-intermediate 3: Intermediate 4: High 5: Very High

	https://obs.tau.edu.tr/oibs/bologna/progLearnOutcomes.aspx?lang=en&curSunit=200

	Compiled by:
	Res. Asst. Zerha Halhallı

	Date of Compilation:
	05.05.2026
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