DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAİRS
	Course Details

	Code
	Academic Year
	Semester

	INT105
	1
	Fall/Spring 

	Title
	T
	A
	L
	ECTS

	Political Theory
	2
	0
	0
	6

	Language
	English

	Level
	Undergraduate
	
	Graduate
	X
	Postgraduate
	

	Department / Program
	Master Program of Political Science and International Affairs

	Forms of Teaching and
Learning
	Face to face

	Course Type
	Compulsory
	
	Elective
	X

	


Objectives
	The aim of this course is to develop students’ theoretical thinking and critical analysis skills by thoroughly examining the fundamental concepts of political theory and its classical and contemporary approaches. Within the scope of the course, the meanings of fundamental political concepts such as justice, freedom, equality, power, legitimacy, and democracy are evaluated comparatively across different intellectual traditions. Additionally, the course aims to enable students to develop original academic interpretations by relating political theories to current political and social debates.  

	




Content
	This course provides a comprehensive examination of the fundamental concepts of political theory and the classical and contemporary traditions of political thought. The course covers the political theories of thinkers such as Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Marx, and Arendt, as well as fundamental approaches such as liberalism, conservatism, socialism, republicanism, feminism, and critical theory. Additionally, the course analyzes the meaning and evolution of concepts such as justice, freedom, equality, sovereignty, democracy, and political representation within the context of current political debates. 

	Prerequisites
	

	Coordinator
	Prof. Dr. Enes Bayraklı (Substitute)

	Lecturer(s)
	Prof. Dr. Enes Bayraklı (Substitute)

	Assistant(s)
	

	Work Placement
	

	Recommended or Required Reading

	Books / Lecture Notes
	A list of required readings will be made accessible at the beginning of the term

	Other Sources
	


[image: ]SOCIAL SCIENECE INSTITUTE
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DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAİRS
	Additional Course Material

	Documents
	

	Assignments
	

	Exams
	

	Course Composition

	Mathematics und Basic
Sciences
	
	%

	Engineering
	
	%

	Engineering Design
	
	%

	Social Sciences
	
	100%

	Educational Sciences
	
	%

	Natural Sciences
	
	%

	Health Sciences
	
	%

	Expert Knowledge
	
	%

	Assessment

	Activity
	Count
	Percentage (%)

	Midterm Exam
	1
	20

	Quiz
	
	

	Assignments
	2
	20

	Attendance
	Required
	

	Recitations
	
	

	Projects
	
	

	Final Exam
	1
	60

	Total
	100

	ECTS Points and Work Load

	Activity
	Count
	Duration
	Work Load (Hours)

	Lectures
	14
	2
	28

	Self-Study
	14
	7
	98

	Assignments
	2
	10
	20

	Presentation / Seminar
Preparation
	2
	7
	14

	Midterm Exam
	1
	4
	4

	Recitations
	
	
	

	Laboratory
	
	
	

	Projects
	
	
	

	Final Exam
	1
	4
	4

	Total Work Load
	168



DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAİRS
	ECTS Points (Total Work Load / Hour)
	6

	Learning Outcomes

	1
	Can analyze the fundamental concepts of political theory in a comparative manner within the framework of classical and contemporary theoretical approaches. 

	2
	Can evaluate different traditions of political thought within their historical and social contexts and relate them to current political debates.

	3
	Can develop critical and original academic arguments in line with theoretical debates in the field of political theory and present them in accordance with scientific methods. 

	Weekly Content

	1
	Introduction to Political Theory: Basic Concepts, Methods, and Approaches 

	2
	Political Theory in Ancient Greece: Plato and Aristotle

	3
	The Middle Ages and Early Modern Period: Niccolò Machiavelli and the Idea of ​​the State

	4
	Theories of the Social Contract: Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau

	5
	Liberalism: Freedom, Rights, and the Individual

	6
	Conservatism, Nationalism, and the Political Community

	7
	Marxism and Critical Political Economy: Karl Marx

	8
	Midterm Exam

	9
	Debates on Republicanism and Citizenship

	10
	Feminism and Gender Theories

	11
	Hannah Arendt and the Analysis of Totalitarianism

	12
	Post-structuralism, Power, and Discourse: Michel Foucault

	13
	Theories of Justice: John Rawls and His Criticisms

	14
	Theories of Democracy and Contemporary Debates on Political Representation 

	15
	Theoretical Analysis of Current Political Issues

	16
	Final Exam

	Contribution of Learning Outcomes to Program Objectives (1-5)



DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAİRS
	
	P1
	P2
	P3
	P4
	P5
	P6
	P7

	1
	5
	5
	4
	4
	5
	4
	5

	2
	4
	5
	5
	4
	4
	5
	4

	3
	5
	4
	5
	4
	5
	4
	5

	Contribution Level
	1: Low 2: Low-intermediate 3: Intermediate 4: High 5: Very High

	https://obs.tau.edu.tr/oibs/bologna/progLearnOutcomes.aspx?lang=en&curSunit=200

	Compiled by:
	Res. Asst. Zerha Halhallı

	Date of Compilation:
	05.05.2026
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